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Introduction 
One thing that becomes very clear to anyone gath­

ering information for a history like this is that the his­
torian is at the mercy of the records that are 
presently in existence. Like an archaeologist, the his­
torian digs and unearths all that he can find, and from 
those fragments, attempts to construct images and 
concepts of things past. 

So, right f rom the start one has to accept the fact 
that whatever evidence the researcher has managed 
to unearth is only an incomplete record. Add to that 
the fact that early records were always handwritten 
and sometimes open to interpretation in the areas of 
both fact and legibility. Historians and genealogists 
bless the record keepers who were careful and had 
legible handwriting! 

After more than twenty five years digging and 
searching, I sti l l feel reluctant to put this compilation 
in print — but then, I know I ' l l never feel that I 'm 
truly finished. There does come a point where one 
must set a deadline. For me, the major factor in set­
ting a deadline was Allendale's centennial of incor­
poration as a borough, and the coinciding Allendale 
Historical Society twentieth anniversary. I t seemed 
the perfect time for a documented history of the 
community. 

And so I present this work, knowing that i t is 
incomplete, but hoping that readers w i l l enjoy it, and 
find i t interesting nonetheless. I also hope that a 
future historian w i l l be able to use i t as a starting 
point, and w i l l be able to unearth the facts that I have 
missed. 

This book is chock full of names, because I believe 
that the nature of the community is formed by the 
people who have lived and worked in it. Presenting 
the names of those who, in one way or another, 
shaped and influenced the development of the bor­
ough is risky, because of the chance of accidental 
omissions. For any such omissions, I apologize. 

I also hope some future historian w i l l flesh out the 
history of the borough, especially the time period of 
the last fifty years or so. This wish comes packaged 
wi th a warning to would-be historians to realize that 
this very day is part of history. Don't repeat my mis­
take of not realizing that what occurred in my own 
lifetime was and would be "history" too! How I wish 
I 'd kept a journal ! 

Pat Wardell 
Allendale, NJ 
July 1994 
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v i i i 
EARLY YEARS OF THE BOROUGH — 1895-1916 

Acknowledgements 

My family has been in Allendale over a hundred 
years, and many relatives lived here while I was 
growing up in the borough. So I gained a lot of infor­
mation just by absorbing what people around me 
were saying and doing, noticing what events were 
occurring here during my own life, and saving all 
sorts of things related to Allendale. 

Even before the formation of the Allendale 
Historical Society twenty years ago I was interested 
in Allendale's history and I began to collect facts, 
publications, documents, and photos. There were so 
many people who generously donated, shared, or 
loaned photographs, booklets, souvenir programs 
and other memorabilia. 

Then the Allendale Historical Society was estab­
lished and another fresh wave of generous Allendale 
residents and former residents donated, loaned, and 
shared all sorts of ephemera to begin the Society's 
collection. Those who had once lived in Allendale 
and those who stil l lived in Allendale shared their 
memories of other times in the borough. 

For our very first issue of Allendale History and 
Heritage, the quarterly publication of the Allendale 
Historical Society, Ella Appert wrote an article about 
the Appert family's Allendale Produce Gardens 
(familiarly known as the "Celery Farm"). She also 
donated and loaned photographs. In that same issue 
we reprinted a survey of the former peat farm, loaned 
by Stiles Thomas. Beginning w i th that issue the pub­
lication became more than just a newsletter of cur­
rent Society happenings — i t also was a regularly 
published journal, each issue containing articles 
about Allendale. 

The sharing inaugurated in that first issue began a 
tradition of generosity as Allendale residents and 
Society members and friends began to donate, 
through the years, photographs, souvenir booklets, 
postcards, programs for various events, and other 
Allendale ephemera. 

I am grateful to the following people who donated 
and loaned material to either the Allendale Historical 
Society or to me personally. The donations were 
made over a 25-to-3'0-year period of time, and some of 
the donors have since passed on. Donors over the 
years have included: Mr. and Mrs. Walt Andersen, Gail 
Cauwenberghs Anderson; Mr. and Mrs. Wil l iam 
Anderson; Ella M. Appert; Mrs. E. Arlt; Raymond P. 
Arlt; Mrs. Leonard Baum (Annette); David Berdan; 

Allen L. Bogardus; Ethel Borger; William Buhlman; 
Louis Caputi, John Cebak; Mrs. George Comins; Mr. 
and Mrs. Norman Critchley; Ethel Rudolph Day; 
Frank Doolittle; Gertrude Robinson Etesse; Mrs. 
Francis J. Feeley; Mr. and Mrs. Harold Fox; Mrs. 
Victor J. Fredrickson (Sally Stoddard Anthony); Mr. 
and Mrs. Edwin Grosman; Mrs. A. Hambright; Mrs. B. 
Perry Hamilton (Ina); Edward Hamilton; Mrs. Stanley 
Haviland (Laura Barrett); Helen Hoekstra; Mrs. L. 
Hudson; William L. Jenkins; Mrs. Gil Job; Edith Jones; 
Peggy Taylor Kohler; Mr. and Mrs. Leon Kornhoff; 
Betty Horack Kipfstuhl; Marie Kraft; Larry Kroll; Mrs. 
C. L. Lathrop (Mary Anthony); Russell Mallinson; 
Ethel Braun Maratene, Mary Hutches McCook, 
Margaret McNelley; Mrs. Frank L. Megnin; Mrs. C. 
Kirn Meyer (Helyn Whiting Anthony); Mrs. C. 
Miskowski (Audrey Booth); Mrs. Kenneth Mowerson 
(Marge); Elting Oakley, Anne Christopher O'Connor; 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Paulsen; Mr. and Mrs. George 
Price; David and Betty Quackenbush; Robyn Rohsler 
Ortiz, Mrs. Robert Rossner (Marjorie); Mrs. Raymond 
Scholz; Dot Shuit; Robert Simpson; Roland Steele; 
Mrs. George Stein (Jean Cullen); Marian Strangfeld; 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Tellefsen; Claire K. Tholl; Stiles 
Thomas; Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Vanderbeek; S. T. Van 
Houten & Sons; Richard Van Houten, Jr.; Mrs. Thomas 
Watson (Eleanor Critchley); Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Webb; Mr. and Mrs. John D. Webb; Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin Wetterauw; Mrs. Wheatley (Betty Hamilton); 
Robert Wilson; Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Winter; and Kay 
Yeomans. 

In addition to donating photos and other paper 
items, I 'm grateful to many of Allendale's residents, 
past and present, who gave me interviews and wrote 
reminiscences. They include (again, many have since 
passed away): Ella M. Appert, Ethel Borger, Bub 
Buhlman, Laura Barrett Haviland, Herman Rohsler, 
May Selfridge, Maytie Rowland Southwick Sparling, 
Roland Steele, Jean and George Stein, and Anne and 
John Webb. 

Also thanks to those who were kind enough to 
read parts of this manuscript and make comments, 
corrections, and suggestions. They included George 
and Vera Christopher, Victor and Jeanne Cotz, Shirley 
Cross, Dean P. Haviland, Audrey Miskowski, Marge 
Mowerson, Jean and George Stein, Stiles and Lillian 
Thomas, and my parents, Anne and John Webb. 
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A L L E N D A L E : B A C K G R O U N D O F A B O R O U G H 

Allendale, Borough Tax Bill. , 

P A G E No 

Co Zfyt Borough of JRlhndah, Dr. 

.Acres Assessed. 

Lots Assessed . _ 

Value of Real Estate Assessed, 

" Personal Property Assessed, 

Buildings 

Amount 

County 

Taxable, %../?..4:^P.. . 

AMOUNT TO BE RAISED, $2 .14 PES $ 1 0 0 . 

State School 

Road Tax 

Borough Purposes 

Lighting 

Special School 

Road Bonds and Interest 

Poll Tax 

Dog Tax 

Cost and Interest 

G R A N D T O T A L 

46 $• 

- 2 $. 

16 $. 

- 44 $. 

10 $. 

- 8 $. 

76 $. 

- 10 1. 
1. 
$• 

$. 

S.Jt... 

7.L 

Xl£JL 

^ . ^ r ^ ! ^ ^ ^ C C l * L E C T O R . 

Now due and payable to me before December 20th, 1906.' 
maining unpaid December 20 wi l l be charged interest at the rate of 10 per 
cent. 
R E C E I V E D P A Y M E N T , 

Taxes wi l l be rece ived^ ! my store at Allendale each day except Saturday. 
J O H N H . A C K E R M A N , C O L L E C T O R . 

P . O . B o x 9 7 . A l l e n d a l e . N J . 

The Bergen County Board of Taxation, sitting as Commissioners of Ap­
peals in Cases of Taxation, wi l l meet to hear appeals on assessments levied, 
on the following days and places between the hours of 10 A . M. and 4 P. M. : 

F o r Upper Saddle River, Hohokus . Oak­
l a n d — A t Ramsey, Nov . 7 t h , Dater H a l l . 

F o r Saddle River Borough, Allendale, O r v i l 
T o w n s h i p — A t Allendale, Nov, 8 t h and 9 t h , 
Bierman's H o t e l . 

F o r Closter, H a w o r t h , N o r w o o d , Demar-
cst, Alpine, H a r r i n g t o n t o w n s h i p . Cresskill , 
H a r r i n g t o n P a r k — A t Closter, Nov . 1 3 t h 
and 1 4 t h , Fire House. 

For Hil lsdale, Rivervale, Washington , 
E t n a , M o n t vale. P a r k Ridge, West wood , 
WoodclitT. Old T a p p a n — A t Hil lsdale , Nov. 
1 5 t h and 1 6 t h , T o w n H a l l . 

F o r Ridgewood, F r a n k l i n , M i d l a n d , Sad­
dle .River T o w n s h i p , Glen Rock, M i d l a n d 
Park , O r v i l Borough—At Ridgewood, Nov . 
2 0 t h and 21st. Fire House. 

F o r Garfield, L o d i . W a l l i n g t o n — A t Gar­
field, Nov. 22nd and 23rd , M u n i c i p a l B u i l d ­

i n g . 
F o r Englewood, Teaneck, BergenfiVlds, 

D u m o n t , Englewood Cliffs. Leonia. Pa l i ­
sades Park , Tenaf iy—At Englewood, Nov. 
2 7 t h and 2 8 t h , C i t y H a l l . 

F o r Ruther ford , Union . C a r l s t a d t , Has; 
Rutherford , N o r t h A r l i n g t o n , Wood ridge— 
A t Rutherford , Dec, 4 t h and 5 t h , Borough 
H a l l . 

F o r F o r t Lee, Cliffside P a r k , Edgewater— 
A t F o r t Lee, Dec. 6 t h and 7 t h , Schlosser's 
H o t e l . 

F o r Hackensack, L o d i Townsh ip , Over-
peck, Palisades township , Bogota , Delforrl, 
F a i r v i e w , Hasbrouck Heights . L i t t l e Fer rv , 
M a y w o o d , Riverside. Ridgefield—At Hack-
ensack, Dec. 1 1 t h to l O t b , C o u r t Square 
Bui ld ing . 
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